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3rd Marking Period Current Events Assignment 

In the United States in 2019, we have almost unlimited access to news. However, according to recent 

research, public knowledge of current events has changed very little (2007 Pew Research Center).  

Understanding current events can help you better understand the world around you.  Knowing how 

and why our world is functioning the way it is right now can make you more knowledgeable about 

how you might be able to change it in the future.  In just a few years, you will be eligible to vote in 

this country.  By reading or watching the news, you can formulate your own opinions on issues and be 

informed voters.  How can you vote if you do not know what is going on in the world? 

Once in the 3
rd
 marking period, you will present a current events news article to your Social Studies 

class.  You will choose your article from the website www.newsela.com unless you receive prior 

approval from your Social Studies teacher to use a different source for your article.  Your article must 

have been published within one week prior to your presentation.  You will learn how to use Newsela 

in your English class.  Your presentation will count as a quiz grade for the 3
rd
 marking period in Social 

Studies. 

 

You will present your article to the class including each of 

the requirements below: 

 

Requirement #1: Summary Worksheet 

Summarize the main points of your article.  Think about what you would say to a friend who asks, 

“What is this article about?” (See attached worksheet) 

Requirement #2: Connection to an MYP Statement of Inquiry 

You must clearly connect your article to one of the MYP Statements of Inquiry listed below: 

Progress causes dramatic positive and negative change in the way people live and work. 

Natural environments play a major role in how people live and work. 

Peoples’ values affect their actions and what they fight for. 

In order for a nation to be successful, a balance must be struck between strong government and the 

rights of the people. 

Inequalities within systems cause conflict. 

To justify the process, apply logic. 

Change has consequences that need to be balanced. 

Environments have both positive and negative effects on human movement and settlement. 

http://www.newsela.com/


Requirement #3: Connection to Prior Knowledge 

How can this article also connect to a topic that we have learned in class this year? Or, a topic that you 

have learned in Social Studies previously? 

 

Requirement #4: Author’s Purpose 

What do you think was the author’s purpose in writing this article?  Be sure to explain your answer. 

 

Requirement #5: Presentation 

Your presentation will be assessed on: 

- body language (eye contact, posture and gestures),  

- voice (audible, clear and appropriate pace – with very few “fillers” like “um” and “uh”)  

- effort and organization (presentation is well prepared and reflects time and effort). 

 

Due dates:  

Choose one of the following dates for your presentation: 

 

2/15 

3/1 

3/8 

3/15 

3/22 

3/29 

 

This current events assignment will count as a 

QUIZ grade for the 3rd marking period! 

 

 

 



Name____________________________________________________   

 

Requirement #1: Summary Worksheet 

 

Topic of article ____________________________________________ 

Title of article  _____________________________________________ 

Source  ___________________________________________________ 

 

WHO is this article about? _____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

WHAT is the central idea of the text? ____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

WHEN did the story take place? ________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

WHERE is the story/event/issue occurring? (Specify city, country, region, etc.) _________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

CONNECT the article: 

- to an MYP Statement of Inquiry ___________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

- to your prior knowledge _________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

WHY is this story important?  Why did the author write it? _________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 


